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Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

Inspired by the wistful  and complex feel ings of  looking back on many memories,

a s imple,  arpeggiated bass l ine is  turned into a lush and accessible texture

alongside a sweeping melody echoed throughout the whole ensemble.

FROM THE COMPOSER:  

“Reflect ion (on a Long Life)”  was inspired by my mother,  Margaret Thorson,  who

was 99 years old at  the t ime of composit ion.  Sweet and poignant,  this  piece

attempts to capture the wistful  and complex feel ings one has when looking

back on so many memories over the course of such a long l i fet ime.  Over a

simple arpeggiated bass l ine,  the sweeping lyr ical  melody begins in the viol ins

and each sect ion gets a turn to play expressive phrases of  the melody.  The

open str ing harmonics which can be found in each sect ion create a feel ing of

simpl ic i ty and openness as a counterpoint  to the expressive melody.  The last

statement of  the melody is  found in the cello sect ion with a quiet ,  muted

undulat ing accompaniment in the upper str ings.  Str ing players wil l  have an

opportunity to play expressively,  using legato bowing and an ample opportunity

for v ibrato.  The quiet  s imple ending suggests the f inal  acceptance of knowing

that one is  near the end of one’s l i fe .  

DURATION: 4 ’05"

First  pr int ing,  May 2024

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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