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Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

Br ing bombast and excitement to your concert  program with this rhythmically dr iv ing,  l ively piece directly

inspired by the epic f lood of the Noah's Ark tale!

FROM THE COMPOSER:

"The Floodgates of  the Sky"  takes i ts  t i t le from The Book of Genesis in the Holy Bible.  Specif ical ly ,  the

verse is  as fol lows:  " In the s ix hundredth year of  Noah's l i fe,  in the second month,  on the seventeenth day

of the month,  on the same day al l  the fountains of  the great deep burst  open,  and the f loodgates of  the

sky were opened" (Genesis 7 :11 ,  NASV) .

Although I  don't  consider myself  to be a very rel igious person today,  I  had spent much of my early

chi ldhood years going to church with my family and studying the Scr ipture.  I  have always been fascinated

with the more epic qual i t ies of  the Bible,  entranced by i ts  str ik ing imagery juxtaposed with the elements

of i ts  ser ious teachings.  For me, i t  is  almost impossible to imagine the wrath unleashed when,  at  certain

points in the Bible,  the people go against  the Word of God and cont inue to s in .  These memories led me

back to one well-known story of  the Bible,  one which ult imately became the foundation for this piece -

Noah's Ark.

Here,  I  chose to focus on one part icular  moment of  the story.  Noah has just  completed the ark,  with two

of each and every animal on board.  He and his family have also boarded this vessel ,  in ant ic ipat ion of

God's intent to f lood the earth of  every l iv ing thing.  Although He wil l  protect Noah,  his family,  and

everything else on the ark,  the wrath of  His oncoming storm is v ic ious and merci less.  Panic,  terror ,  and

fear ensues upon the earth as everyone left  behind begins to suffer His wrath.  Their  cr ies and pleas are

ignored by God, who is  t i red of humanity 's  inherent wickedness.  In the end,  after 40 days and 40 nights,

He stops the f lood and promises that such a storm wil l  never occur again,  symbolical ly represented in the

form of a ra inbow.

The wrath of  this storm, along with the imaginat ion of  the sheer savagery behind i t ,  became the emotional

foundation for "The Floodgates of  the Sky" .  An ost inato dr ives the storm, accompanied by alarming brass,

sweeping woodwind f igures,  bombast ic percussion,  and constant rhythmic act iv i ty .  Emotional  moments

that appear within the music are even swept away by this incessant,  percussive energy.

This work cannot encompass the true horror of  this s ingular moment within the Bible.  But ,  perhaps i t  can

capture an inkl ing of what happens in the story,  real iz ing that after the worst  of  the f lood is  over,  a

promise wil l  be made and al l  good things wil l  come from it .

DURATION: 4 '52"

ABOUT:

First  pr int ing,  August 2023

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.   
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