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Yippee ki-yay! !  Arranged for str ing orchestra by Josh Trentadue,  composer Jason Taurins masterful ly

combines the best of  the Spaghett i  Western musical  style with the classic march!

FROM THE COMPOSER:

I  have long been a fan of  Spaghett i  Western f i lms.  Recently,  I  moved to Benson,  Ar izona,  which is  a

short  dr ive away from perhaps the most famous town in the Wild West --  Tombstone!  The town has a

legendary history,  start ing as a s i lver mine and growing into one of the big boomtowns of the West .  At

i ts  peak,  i t  had saloons,  hotels ,  schools,  churches,  gambling and dance halls ,  an ice cream parlor ,  and

a bowling al ley!  This served i ts  nearly 14,000 residents,  many of whom were made wealthy from the

mine.  I t  was not uncommon to see people in the latest  European fashions.  But i t  was not al l  fun and

games.  Dangerous gangs made a l iv ing smuggl ing across the Mexican border and extort ing locals .

Tombstone entered the history books on October 26,  1881.  That March,  three members of  the notor ious

gang cal led The Cowboys attempted to rob a stagecoach f i l led with nearly $26,000 worth of  s i lver

(that ’s  nearly $700,000 in today’s dollars) .  Two men in the stagecoach were shot and ki l led.  The Earp

family,  in charge of the pol ice in Tombstone,  pursued the robbers .  This would culminate in October at

the legendary shootout at  the O.K.  Corral .  This short  gunf ight led to three deaths.  Later ,  two of the law

enforcement off icers involved would be assassinated.  This event spawned several  movies and TV

episodes,  and inspired the gunsl inging view many had of the Wild West .  The town of Tombstone exists

to this day,  and is  a hotspot for  tour ists who are fans of  the Wild West .

In this piece,  I  t r ied to imagine what music might have been heard in a dance hall  in Tombstone,  dur ing

its happier days.  This is  t inged with the dark opening and the sounds of horses and guns.  I t  is  in a

tradit ional  march form, with the faster c ircus march tempo.  The introduct ion and f i rst  strain are in B

minor .  The second strain is  in G major ,  and we hear horses for the f i rst  t ime.  The tr io is  gentler and in C

major .  The dogfight represents the gunf ight at  the O.K.  Corral .  Can you hear the horses? The piece

ends tr iumphantly with the victory of  law over the outlaws of the notor ious Cowboy gangsters .

Tombstone Galop was or iginal ly composed in response to the Creat ive Repertoire In i t iat ive.  The CRI

was designed to encourage composers to write for  f lexible instrumentat ion,  to al low directors unsure

of their  upcoming instrumentat ion to have repertoire to perform, especial ly with COVID-19 happening.

This new version for str ing orchestra and opt ional  percussion,  orchestrated by Josh Trentadue,

expands upon the or iginal  intent ions of  the piece,  in this regard.

DURATION: 2 '41"

First  pr int ing,  May 2023

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  

ABOUT:





   



 










 















 











 
     





     

   




  





  


   




 
     


       

   



  



      





 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



   






 

 







 

 



 



 











 


 


 


 





 


 


 


  


 


  


 




   

   
        


   


       

     

   



  



  
   





      



 

    

  



  



      





       

   




  





  


   




  


   
     

     





  





 












 











 





















































































 




   








 







 
           















 







 

 

 

























Circus March  = 144
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