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Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel was a German pianist  and composer in the early

1800s,  and the s ister of  composer Fel ix  Mendelssohn.  She composed Das Jahr

(The Year) ,  a  13-movement piano cycle,  in 1841 as a Christmas gift  for  her

husband,  art ist  Wilhelm Hensel .  Soon after ,  Fanny and Wilhelm collaborated to

transform Das Jahr into a Gesamtkunstwerk (roughly translates to “total  work of

art” ;  a  work of  art  that makes use of mult iple art  forms) .  Together they created a

manuscr ipt  of  the or iginal  music in which nearly every movement includes a

vignette drawn by Wilhelm, as well  as accompanying poetry for  each movement

taken from poets such as Ludwig Uhland,  Johann Wolfgang von Goethe,  and

Friedr ich Schi l ler .

The f i rst  twelve movements depict  the corresponding months of  the year,  whi le

the f inal  movement,  Nachspiel  (Postlude) ,  provides a short  endcap to the ful l

piece.  The ent ire cycle draws from a blend of secular and sacred elements,

frequently combining Lutheran hymns alongside or iginal  romantic per iod

melodies,  and often within the same movement.

This arrangement encompasses the f i rst  12 movements of  the piece,

corresponding to the months of  the year .  This 12 .5-minute medley weaves

together snippets from each movement to create a diverse,  colorful ,  and

emotional  palette of  sounds.  
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January	-	a	dream

Ahnest	du,	O	Seele,	wieder
Sanfte	süße	Fruhlingslieder?
Sieh	umher	die	falben	Bäume!	
Ach!	es	waren	holde	Träume.

Do	you	foresee,	oh	soul,	again
gentle	sweet	spring	songs?	
Look	around	at	the	faded	trees
Ah! 	Those	were	sweet	dreams.

   
div. 

 
unis.

   


 




 




 

         

 
 solo tutti

9

   
 div. unis.

 
solo  tutti





  







  



   
16

   

   


 


 





        

           

      
    

      
       

  
    

              
  

    

         ™      
 ™

    

               

       
  ™          



    
       

    

           

    
 ™





 ™




     

      ™




 ™




     

     ™




 ™





   



     
       

           


  


  


 

    
                    


  


  


 

CSO0009-01

PERUSAL C
OPY

 
 

le
gal u

se
 re

quire
s p

urc
hase



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Glock.

p

Presto	q.	=	120

p

p p

f p p

f

p
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Glock.

fp

fp

p

p f

p f

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Glock.

p

p

p p p

p p p

p

p
38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45

6
8

6
8

6
8

6
8

6
8

6
8

 

div.
                     

  
unis.

div.
  

unis.22

February	-	Scherzo

Denkt	nicht	ihr	seid	in	deutschen	Gränzen,
Von	Teufels-	Narren-und	Totentänzen,
Ein	heiter	Fest	erwartet	Euch.

Don’t	think	you	are	in	German	realms,
A	merry	festival	awaits	you
Of	dances	of	devils,	fools	and	the	dead.
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March

Verkündiget	ihr	dumpfen	Glocken	schon
Des	Osterfestes	erste	Feierstunde?

Do	your	muffled	bells	already
Announce	the	first	hour	of	the	Easter	feast?
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April	-	Capriccioso

Der	Sonnenblick	betrüget
Mit	mildem,	falschem	Schein.

The	sight	of	the	sun	deceives
with	gentle,	false	light.
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May	-	Spring	song

Nun	blüht	das	fernste,	tiefste	Thal. Now	blooms	the	farthest,	deepest	valley.
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June	-	Serenade	

Hör’	ich	Rauschen?	hör’ 	ich	Lieder
Hör’	ich	holde	Liebesklage?

Do	I	hear	murmuring,	do	I	hear	songs,
Do	I	hear	gentle	plaints	of	love?
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July	-	Serenade

.	.	.	die	Fluren	dürsten
Nach	erquickendem	Thau,
der	Mensch	verschmachtet.

. 	. 	. 	the	fields	thirst
for	refreshing	dew,
Man	languishes	[dies	of	thirst].
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August

Bunt	von	Farben
Auf	den	Garben
Leigt	der	Kranz.

Bright	with	color
on	the	sheaves
lies	the	wreathes.
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Fließe,	fließe,	lieber	Fluß,
Nimmer	werd’	ich	froh.

Flow,	flow	dear	river,
Never	will	I	be	happy.

September	-	By	the	river
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October

Im	Wald,	im	grünen	Walde
Da	ist	ein	lustiger	Schall.

In	the	forest,	the	green	forest,
that	is	a	cheerful	sound.
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November

Wie	rauschen	die	Baüme	so	winterlich	schon
Es	fliehen	die	Träume	des	Lebens	davon
Ein	Klagelied	schallt
Durch	Hügel	und	Wald.

How	the	trees	rustle	so	wintry	already
the	dreams	of	life	flee	from	there
A	song	of	complaint	sounds
through	hill	and	forest.
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December
Vom	himmel	hoch,	da	komm	ich	her. From	heaven	on	high,	I	come	here.
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