CHRISTMAS: AS NIGHT DESCENDS

NOEL: LA NUIT DESCEND

for Unison or Solo Voice and Piano
with optional organ or synthesizer
Gabriel Fauré (Op. 43, No. 1)

Victor Wilder (1835-1892)
Prosodic, rhyming English
translation by William J. Bullock

ed. William J. Bullock
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ABOUT:

This thoughtful art song tells the story of the Magi with lush harmonies and a lyrical
melody, further illuminated by an expressive new English translation.

FROM THE COMPOSER:

The conditions of the visit and gift-giving of the three Wise Men are portrayed in this
sensitive art song. Composed by one of the greatest French song writers, it tells the
familiar story in two verses. The first verse sets the first of two poetic quatrains; the
second verse sets the second two quatrains. The song concludes with a coda (the
final quatrain), which relates the story to society today.

Typically, the piano accompaniment varies verse to verse to better express the text.
Atypically, the song is supported by an organ (harmonium) or synthesizer. The

translation maintains the prosody and rhyme scheme of the original French.

DURATION: ~3'30"

know that you are playing
their piece!

First printing, May 2024

Additional octavos are available for purchase from the publisher online.
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