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Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about this

composer!

This tradit ional  Catalonian carol ,  juxtaposing f lowing melodies with viv id storytel l ing,

serves as a fresh,  yet famil iar-feel ing addit ion to any Christmas program!

FROM THE COMPOSER:

The subject of  this tradit ional  Catalonian carol  is  the Holy Family ’s  plan to f lee

Bethlehem into Egypt to escape Herod’s decree that al l  young boys be ki l led.

Curiously,  the carol ’s  graceful ,  f lowing melody is  at  odds with i ts  ominous subject

matter .  The prosaic character of  the carol ’s  text  is  emulated in the Engl ish

translat ion.

In this arrangement,  added text and music introduce each of the carol ’s  three verses.

Subsequent introductory passages are sung by fewer voice parts :  f i rst  3 ,  then 2,  then

1.  Conversely,  each of the carol ’s  verses increases in number of  voice parts s inging

the text :  f i rst  1 ,  then 2,  then 4,  though addit ional  voices harmonical ly support  the

carol ’s  melody with the neutral  vowel “oo” .  Mixed meter in the f inal  verse suggests

the donkey’s halt ing str ide.

DURATION: ~2'40"

First  pr int ing,  May 2024

Addit ional  octavos are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  

ABOUT:




