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Poignant,  lyr ical  pleas for remembrance are transformed with otherworldly

harmonies,  suspending this piece between the earthly world and the afterl i fe – a

fresh,  powerful  take on the work of  beloved poet Christ ina Rossett i .

FROM THE COMPOSER:

In Christ ina Rossett i ’s  poem “Remember,”  she asks that she wil l  be remembered

once she has “gone far  away into the s i lent land.”  The idea that we transcend to

another existence after we die is  a bel ief  common to al l  the major rel igions and one

with which I  wholeheartedly concur .

Whilst  sett ing this lovely poem, I  was aware of the sadness people feel  when

someone close to them dies,  but more importantly,  the sense of mystery and wonder

that the person who dies feels as they enter a new world of  existence.   The

separat ion between the two ‘worlds’  is  expressed by the stark harmonies,  especial ly

with the musical  sett ing of the l ine “Nor half  I  turn to go yet turning stay. ”

The opening sett ing of the words “Remember me” become a musical  motive that

runs throughout the piece.  The music bui lds up to the last  two l ines where the poet

suggests that i t  is  better to forget her rather than to be saddened by anything for

which she might be remembered.  However,  as the poem is general ly asking that she

be remembered,  I  f in ish the piece with a return to the opening “Remember me” and a

str ing of suspensions that seem to extend into inf in i ty .

DURATION: ~4'30"

First  pr int ing,  May 2024

Addit ional  octavos are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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