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Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about this

composer!

Joy abounds in this choral  celebrat ion of  music and i ts  power and purpose – a

welcome upbeat addit ion to any program!

FROM THE COMPOSER

I wrote “The Music is  Joy” for  the Boston Lat in School middle school choirs in 2020,

r ight before the pandemic hit .  This song reminds us why music is  important in our

l ives and communit ies,  and also seeks to debunk a lot  of  misconceptions about what

music has become for so many as a commercial  ent i ty .  I  got to s ing with Dr .  George

Case when I  was a student at  the Boston Conservatory,  and he would always remind

us before concerts that music at  i ts  s implest state is  joy,  and that i f  we could feel

and express the joy of  s inging together and singing for others,  then we were gett ing

the point .  This song is  my reflect ion on that idea.

DURATION: ~4'20"

First  pr int ing,  May 2024

Addit ional  octavos are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a boutÏ Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï jÏ

Dsus4 D

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries af

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries af

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries afÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries af

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Cadd2

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -
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80 Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a boutÏ Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Gadd2/B

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.

....ÏÏÏÏ jÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Am7

Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

Ï Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï jÏ

Dsus4 D

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Cadd2

- - - -

- - - -

- - -

- - - -

&
&
&
?
&
?

#
#
#
#
#
#

   

   

84 Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

Ï Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Gadd2/B

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

....ÏÏÏÏ jÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Am7

Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

Ï Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

..ÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Gadd2 Gadd2/B

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Cadd2

- -

- -

- -

CH0050-01
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88 ú ú
ú ú
ú ú
ú ú

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Gadd2/B

w
w
w
w

ÏÏÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
www

Am7

·
Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic isw

www

f
f
f

·
jÏ ä ä jÏ Î JÏ ä

joy, joy, joy!

jÏ ä ä jÏ Î JÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

JÏ ä ä JÏ Î JÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

jÏÏÏb ä ä jÏÏÏn Î jÏÏÏn ä

Ïb jÏb Ïn jÏn Ï

Ebmaj7 F G

f

-

-

-

&
&
&
?
&
?

#
#
#
#
#
#

   

   

92 ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ïn Ï Ï
Wa hoo!

î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

ä jÏÏÏ Î jÏÏÏ ä jÏÏÏn ä
jÏ Ï jÏ Ï Ï Ïn Ïn

F

fSolo ad lib. – trade singers if desired,
                       improvise if desired ·

jÏ ä ä jÏ Î jÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

jÏ ä ä jÏ Î jÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

JÏ ä ä JÏ Î JÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

jÏÏÏb ä ä jÏÏÏn Î jÏÏÏ ä

Ïb jÏb Ïn jÏn Ï

Ebmaj7 F G

ä jÏ Ï Ï jÏ Ïb Ï Ï Ï
Oh whoa!

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

ä jÏÏÏn Î jÏÏÏ ä jÏÏÏn ä
jÏ Ï jÏ Ï Ï Ïn Ïn

F

·
jÏ ä ä jÏ Î JÏ ä

joy, joy, joy!

jÏ ä ä jÏ Î JÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

JÏ ä ä JÏ Î JÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

jÏÏÏb ä ä jÏÏÏn Î jÏÏÏn ä

Ïb jÏb Ïn jÏn Ï

Ebmaj7 F G

-

- -

- -

- -
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96 Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï
Sing!

î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

ä jÏÏÏ Î jÏÏÏ ä jÏÏÏn ä
jÏ Ï jÏ Ï Ï Ïn Ïn

F

·
jÏ ä ä jÏ Î jÏ ä

joy, joy, joy!

jÏ ä ä jÏ Î jÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

JÏ ä ä JÏ Î JÏ ä
joy, joy, joy!

jÏÏÏb ä ä jÏÏÏn Î jÏÏÏ ä

Ïb jÏb Ïn jÏn Ï

Ebmaj7 F G

1.ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ooh!

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

ä jÏÏÏn Î jÏÏÏ ä jÏÏÏn ä
jÏ Ï jÏ Ï Ï Ïn Ïn

F

2. ·
î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

·
î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

ä JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏÏ#
ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï

Gmaj7/B

p

p

- - -

- -

- - -> > > >

> > > >
&
&
&
?
&
?

#
#
#
#
#
#

   

   

100 Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ

.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï JÏ
Cadd2

p

p

p

Descant (small group of Sopranos)Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï JÏ

Gadd2/B

Ï jÏ Ï Ï jÏ
lov ing what you do.

Ï jÏ Ï Ï jÏ
lov ing what you do.

Ï jÏ Ï Ï jÏ
lov ing what you do.

Ï jÏ Ï Ï JÏ
lov ing what you do.

....ÏÏÏÏ JÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï JÏ
Am7

Ï Î î

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

..ÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Gadd2 Gadd2/B

- - -

- - -

- -

- - -
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104 Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ

.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï JÏ
Cadd2

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï JÏ

Gadd2/B

Ï jÏ Ï Ï jÏ
beau ty mov ing you.

Ï jÏ Ï Ï jÏ
beau ty mov ing you.

Ï jÏ Ï Ï jÏ
beau ty mov ing you.

Ï JÏ Ï Ï JÏ
beau ty mov ing you.

....ÏÏÏÏ JÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï JÏ
Am7

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a boutÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï jÏ

Dsus4 D

F
F
F
F

- - - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

&
&
&
?
&
?

#
#
#
#
#
#

   

   

108 Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for laugh

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for laugh

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for laughÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for laugh

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ

.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Cadd2

F

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a boutÏ Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Gadd2/B

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for rest.

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for rest.

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for rest.Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
find ing time for rest.

....ÏÏÏÏ JÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Am7

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a boutÏ Î Ï Ï Ï
It's a boutÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï jÏ

Dsus4 D

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -
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112 Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries af

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries af

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries afÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
shar ing me m'ries af

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ

.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Cadd2

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

Ï Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a boutÏ Ï Î Ï Ï Ï
ter. It's a bout

...ÏÏÏ JÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Gadd2/B

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
be ing at your best.

....ÏÏÏÏ JÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Am7

Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

Ï Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a boutÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï JÏ JÏ Ï jÏ

Dsus4 D Gadd2/B

- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - - -
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&
?
&
?

#
#
#
#
#
#

   

   

116 Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Cadd2

Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

Ï Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Gadd2/B

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

....ÏÏÏÏ jÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏÏ

.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Am7

Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

Ï Ï Î î
Ï Î Ï Ï Ï

It's a bout

..ÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Gadd2 Gadd2/B

- -

- -

- -
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120 Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï
It's a bout joy.

w
joy.

Î Ï Ï jÏ Ï jÏ
Joy.

w
joy.

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Cadd2

ú ú

ú ú

ú ú
ú ú

...ÏÏÏ jÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ ÏÏÏ
.Ï jÏ jÏ Ï jÏ

Gadd2/B

w
w

w
w

ÏÏÏÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

www

Am7

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

w

www

f
f
f

f w
joy.

w
joy.

w
joy.

w
joy.

...ÏÏÏ JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï

..ÏÏ JÏ Ï Ï Ï

G

f

-

-

-

-

-

&
&
?

&
?

#
#

#
#
#

   

   

125 w
w
w

.Ï JÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï

..ÏÏn JÏn Ï Ï Ï

F

w
w
w

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
..ÏÏ JÏ Ï Ï Ï

C/E

Î ä jÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

Î ä jÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ
3

The mu sic is

Î ä JÏ Ï Ï Ï3

The mu sic is

ÏÏÏÏ ä jÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ
3

ÏÏb .úb

Cm6/Eb

rit. Ä
Ä
Ä

Ä

ww
joy!

ww
joy!

w
joy!

www¾¾¾

ww¾¾

G

ê

·
·
·

jÏÏÏ ä Î î
jÏÏ ä Î îì

-

-

-

> > > >

> > > >
> > > >

> > > > >
> >

>

>
>

>

>

>

>
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