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Ian Evans Guthr ie ’s  refreshing take on the In Paradisum movement from the Requiem

Mass takes inspirat ion from the great sett ings of  the past ,  but uses suspended,

sustained melodic l ines and open harmonies to create a poignant and contemporary

interpretat ion of  these t imeless words.  

FROM THE COMPOSER:

I  have long been inf luenced by Fauré’s Requiem due to i ts  subl imity,  as well  as i ts

inclusion of the In Paradisum of the Requiem Mass,  which composers did not

tradit ionally set to new music unt i l  then.  I  had been sketching ideas for my own

sett ing of In Paradisum, but i t  was not unt i l  May 2022 that I  actually had to set i t .

The reason for my inf luence was many,  but in part icular  the tragic (yet al l-too-

common) shootings such as at  Uvalde,  TX.  When someone is  shot dead,  the shooter

not only k i l ls  innocent people,  but also usurps authority concerning matters of

afterl i fe for  the vict ims.  I  hope this song helps audiences cr i t ical ly consider the

implicat ions of  our brutal  culture.  There were other reasons to compose this work,

though,  including the sudden death of  a fr iend’s relat ive;  the death of  my dad’s step-

father ;  and,  on a l ighter note,  a nice,  inspirat ional  text  to set for  the middle

schoolers I  co-taught in 2021-22.  I  hope this song gives al l  those gr ieving a hope that

there can be a reunif icat ion with their  loved ones some day.

The high school version challenged performers in terms of harmonies.  Yet s ince

relat ively few high school basses can hit  deep notes,  I  desired to create another

version highl ight ing thicker,  grander textures,  as well  as subtle textual  rhythms that

would have made the or iginal  version more challenging.  This is  version,  therefore,

represents the more ideal  version I  had in my mind when composing the work.

No matter who you may be,  I  hope you f ind this work sobering and contemplat ive,

yet upl i f t ing and reassur ing!

DURATION: 4 '20"

First  pr int ing,  July 2023

Addit ional  octavos are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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