O SAVIOR, BURST FROM HEAV'N ON HIGH
O Heiland, reif3 die Himmel auf

for SATB Voices

Kolner Gesangbuch (1623) *Harmonization by Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
free rhyming, prosodic adaptation by of the tune from Rheinfelsisches Gesangbuch (1666)
William J. Bullock edited by William J. Bullock
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*the chorale from No. 2 (1860) of Op. 74: Zwei Motetten
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ABOUT:

Lyrical romanticism and Renaissance influences unite in this short and accessible
polyphonic carol, harmonized by Johannes Brahms - a fresh, yet familiar-feeling
addition to any Christmas program! William J. Bullock's prosodic English translation
illuminates the imagery of the original German song.

FROM THE COMPOSER:

In 1860, Brahms set a German versification of an Advent text from Isaiah as an a
cappella, contrapuntal motet - O Heiland, rei die Himmel auf, Op 74, No. 2. Laid out
in five brief movements, the motet sets its text to the seventeenth-century melody
with which it had become associated. This, the first of the motet's movements, is a
straightforward chorale with the melody in the soprano.
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