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*the chorale from No. 2 (1860) of Op. 74: Zwei Motetten
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O Heiland, reiß die Himmel auf
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Lyr ical  romantic ism and Renaissance inf luences unite in this short  and accessible

polyphonic carol ,  harmonized by Johannes Brahms – a fresh,  yet famil iar-feel ing

addit ion to any Christmas program! Wil l iam J .  Bullock’s prosodic Engl ish translat ion

i l luminates the imagery of  the or iginal  German song.  

FROM THE COMPOSER:

In 1860,  Brahms set a German versificat ion of  an Advent text  from Isaiah as an a

cappella,  contrapuntal  motet -  O Heiland,  reiß die Himmel auf ,  Op 74,  No.  2 .  Laid out

in five br ief  movements,  the motet sets i ts  text  to the seventeenth-century melody

with which i t  had become associated.  This ,  the first  of  the motet 's  movements,  is  a

straightforward chorale with the melody in the soprano.
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