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SALT AND SPRAY
CONCERT BAND

CODY MYRE

(or ,  The Great Nantucket Sleigh Ride)



Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

To paraphrase Herman Melvi l le in his classic novel "Moby Dick" :  “Whenever I  f ind myself

growing gr im about the mouth;  whenever i t  is  a damp, dr izzly November in my soul ;

whenever I  f ind myself  involuntar i ly pausing before coff in warehouses,  and br inging up

the rear of  every funeral  I  meet [ . . . ]  I  account i t  h igh t ime to get to sea as soon as I  can.”

I  f i rst  read "Moby Dick"  (or  l istened to i t ,  rather,  due to my propensity for  audio books)  in

the early part  of  my f inal  few months of  dental  hygiene study.  During this t ime,  whether

it  was an excess of  stress,  a need for escape,  or  some other unconscious act ,  I  l istened

to a fa ir ly s ignif icant amount of  marit ime l i terature.  When I  deemed myself  ready to set

sai l  aboard the Pequod and fol low Ishmael ’s  journey around Afr ica and into the daunting

Pacif ic Ocean,  I  found myself  overwhelmed by the novel .  I ts  imagery and metaphors are

so imaginat ive,  and i ts  pacing so strange to the modern reader (and,  some would say,

purposefully so in order to al lude to the pacing of l i fe aboard a whal ing vessel)  that I  had

never experienced such a book.  To say that I  was enamored would be a bit  of  an

understatement .

I t  is  this  love of the book and i ts  imagery,  act ion,  and metaphor that I  wanted to express

here.  Many scenes in the book take place while held fast  to a f leeing whale (something

that has been referred to as a "Nantucket Sleigh Ride")  -  I  wanted to br ing that emotion

and feel ing to a young group and audience with the hope that any and al l  can f ind some

joy in i t  just  as I  have.

PERFORMANCE NOTES:  

Regarding the chains:  The largest chain possible is  preferable,  though any wil l  work.

Before the notated t ime,  the percussionist  is  to raise the chains as high as possible and

drop them directly onto a wooden board or into a bucket .  I f  chains are unavai lable,  any

alternat ive that can produce a s imilar  effect may be used,  such as the shaking of a glass

jar  containing nai ls  or  bal l  bear ings.

DURATION: 1 '45"

First  pr int ing,  May 2025

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  

ABOUT:
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

 

23





    





    

    











    

       



 

24



   

   

   

   

   

   

   





   

   

   

     



 

25



   

   
   

   

   

   
   

 

   



          
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















































Fl.
Ob.

B Cl.

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Tbn.
Euph.

Tuba

Mrb.

S. Dr.

Bk. Dr.

B. Dr.

Sus. Cym.

26  

    

 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

    

     



 

26







   

    

   

   

    

    

   

 

 

   

   

    

       



 

27



 

   

   
   

   

   

   

 

 

   

   

   

       



  

28





   

    

    

   

   

    

   

   

    

    



     

   

   

29





























  

  

  

30




to Ocean Drum

to Tom-tom































31

























   







32

  

32

























solo


to Chains

       

 

  

 






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















































Fl.
Ob.

B Cl.

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Tbn.
Euph.

Tuba

Mrb.

Tom

Bk. Dr.

Oc. Dr.

Chains

33       

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


 

    







33



Ocean Drum (opt.)



Cue: Marimba

   





















   

   

  



34

  







(Tom)

(Chains)

    






















    

       





35



   





















   

   

  



36



36





    






















    

       





37



   

 











 







   

   

  



38

~~~~~~

     
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















































Fl.
Ob.

B Cl.

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Tbn.
Euph.

Tuba

Mrb.

Tom

Bk. Dr.

Oc. Dr.

Chains

39

    


 

 

 





 





 

 

    

       





39













   





















   

   

  



40

  

40









    






















    

       





41



   

 





 

 



 

 

 



   

   

  



42



    






















    

       





43

~~~~~~

        
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















































Fl.
Ob.

B Cl.

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Tbn.
Euph.

Tuba

Mrb.

Tom

Bk. Dr.

Oc. Dr.

Chains

44

    






















    

   

  



44

  


    






















    

       





45



to Bass Drum

    






















    

   

  



46

  

  


  

   

   

  

   

   

  

   

   

   

  

   



 

47



47







(  )

(  )


to Sus. Cym.

(  )

(B. Dr.)

(  )







   

   



    

   



    

   

   



    



 

48







   

   



   

   



   

   

   



   



 

49

~~~ ~~~~~~

  

 

 

 







 

 

 
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















































Fl.
Ob.

B Cl.

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt.

Hn.

Tbn.
Euph.

Tuba

Mrb.

Tom

Bk. Dr.

B. Dr.

Sus. Cym.

50





   

   



    

   



    

   

   



    



 

50



    

    

   

   



    

   



    

   

   

    

   



 

51













    

    

   

   

  

   

   

   

    

   

   

    

     



  

52











(Sus. Cym.)

    

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

    

   

   

 

53





  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  






  

  

  

  

54

  





























































55







  

  



  

  





  


 



  

  

  

56







  

 

  

 
















  
 

 





 

 


 

 




 

 












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