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Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

"David's Last Stand" is  a musical  depict ion of  the story of  David and Gol iath.

Throughout the piece,  there are rhythmic f igures ended by accents,  representing

the clash between the David and Gol iath.  In the story,  David is  armed with f ive

smooth stones,  which is  represented by the piece's overal l  5/4 meter .  The uneven

feel of  this t ime signature creates a sense of alternat ing tension between opposing

forces.  The piece is  also div ided into f ive overarching sect ions.

The introduct ion (m.  1-37)  sets the stage for the batt le between the two individuals .

The f i rst  theme (m. 37-68) represents the beginning of the batt le,  with a major

presence of big brass included.  The rhythmic sect ion which fol lows (m.  69-81)

represents the heat of  the batt le and the adrenal ine rush each combatant

possesses.  This sect ion depicts Gol iath gaining the upper hand in the f ight as the

sect ion increases in both volume and orchestrat ional  texture.

 

The second theme (m. 81-128)  provides a clar inet solo representing David's internal

struggle of  perseverance versus defeat .  Ult imately,  he chooses to persevere and

keep pushing to defeat his adversary.  This is  depicted through the clar inet solo

taken over in the context of  the ful l  ensemble,  with some embell ishment added.

This sect ion of  resi l ience is  accompanied by horn r ips and rhythmic f igures to

symbolize David's newfound strength.  The transit ion of  this segment provides a

tr iumphant brass feature representing David's advantage over Gol iath as the fate of

the batt le ult imately changes.

The f inal  sect ion (m.  129-end) represents Gol iath's desperat ion as he nears defeat .  A

f inal ,  epic brass feature s ignals that David has overpowered Gol iath and won the

batt le .  

DURATION: 4 ’30"

First  pr int ing,  May 2024

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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