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ABOUT:

"David's Last Stand" is a musical depiction of the story of David and Goliath.
Throughout the piece, there are rhythmic figures ended by accents, representing
the clash between the David and Goliath. In the story, David is armed with five
smooth stones, which is represented by the piece's overall 5/4 meter. The uneven
feel of this time signature creates a sense of alternating tension between opposing
forces. The piece is also divided into five overarching sections.

The introduction (m. 1-37) sets the stage for the battle between the two individuals.
The first theme (m. 37-68) represents the beginning of the battle, with a major
presence of big brass included. The rhythmic section which follows (m. 69-81)
represents the heat of the battle and the adrenaline rush each combatant
possesses. This section depicts Goliath gaining the upper hand in the fight as the
section increases in both volume and orchestrational texture.

The second theme (m. 81-128) provides a clarinet solo representing David's internal
struggle of perseverance versus defeat. Ultimately, he chooses to persevere and
keep pushing to defeat his adversary. This is depicted through the clarinet solo
taken over in the context of the full ensemble, with some embellishment added.
This section of resilience is accompanied by horn rips and rhythmic figures to
symbolize David's newfound strength. The transition of this segment provides a
triumphant brass feature representing David's advantage over Goliath as the fate of
the battle ultimately changes.

The final section (m. 129-end) represents Goliath's desperation as he nears defeat. A
final, epic brass feature signals that David has overpowered Goliath and won the

battle.

DURATION: 4'30"

know that you are playing

their piece!

First printing, May 2024

Additional parts are available for purchase from the publisher online.
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