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"Arabic Sketches"  is  intended to introduce beginner musicians,  as well  as the

audience,  to the world of  Arabic music in a fun and enjoyable way.  This medley

is designed to make ensemble rehearsals both straightforward and productive.

Each of the four sketches introduces a scene from Arabic folklore,  invit ing the

players to discover the beauty of  Arabic tradit ions and cultures.  In some of the

sketches,  the musicians are asked to perform some simple body percussion and

say some Arabic words,  adding a l i t t le bit  of  magic to the music!

"Arabic Sketches"  opens with the "Dabkeh" ,  a tradit ional  Levant ine dance that is

st i l l  performed at weddings and publ ic events in Arabic countr ies,  in which the

dancers hold their  hands together and form a circle showing a scene of

sol idar i ty and unity .  I t  is  a high-energy dance that demands a great amount of

physical  effort  and is  usually performed by both men and women.  The medley

continues by taking us to a very special  per iod for Arab people cal led

"Ramadan" .  For a complete month,  people enjoy gathering for the " I f tar"  when

the sun sets,  after  a long fast ing,  then attending publ ic events,  and organiz ing

cultural  gather ings.  The third sketch is  t i t led "Raqsa" ,  which means s imply "A

Dance" .  The Arabic dance,  mainly performed by a female dancer,  is  ful l  of

energy and beauty -  i t  is  usually accompanied by hand clapping and percussion

instruments,  and sometimes s inging too.  The f inal  sketch of this medley takes

us to the tradit ional  Arabic wedding ceremonies that can sometimes last  for

more than 5 consecutive days.  At an Arabic tradit ional  wedding,  al l  the vi l lage

gather in the br ide's or  groom's home, part ic ipat ing in al l  the detai ls  of  the

preparat ions for the wedding,  br inging food and gifts ,  and celebrat ing joyful ly

with music,  songs,  and dances.

DURATION: 3 ’00"

First  pr int ing,  May 2024

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  

ABOUT:





This piece is  intended to introduce Arabic music,  tradit ions,  and cultures to

concert  bands.  With this in mind,  several  words and phrases are included that

are to be spoken by the players at  var ious points throughout the piece.  The

pronunciat ions are as fol lows:

Héy -  [HAY] ( long A,  as in “May”)

ya-llah -  [YAH LAH] (short  a ,  as in “car” )

Hèl-léh -  [HEL] (e as in “bell ” )  [LEY] (ey as in “May”)

lè-lèk -  [LEH LEK] (e as in “bell ” )

yè -  [YEL]  (e as in “bell ” )

Ramadan -  (short  a ,  as in “car” )

Yah -  (short  a ,  as in “car” )

In the f inal  bar ,  al l  of  the players are asked to pronounce the fol lowing sound:

Wil i l i l r l r l r l r l r l r l r l r l r l ish ( i  =  “ee” as in “me”) .  Have the players approach this word

in jubi lee as a loud ululat ion,  eventually rol l ing their  r ’s  ( i f  possible)  as they

progress through the word.  The f inal  bar has been given a fermata for these

purposes and is  to be interpreted freely out of  t ime.

This piece introduces the 6/4 t ime signature.  In the context of  this work,  the

meter should always be treated as two groupings of  three quarter notes (akin to

two 3/4 bars combined into a s ingle bar)  -  rehearsals may be approached as

such,  with clear downbeats given at  the beginning of each bar ,  unt i l  such a t ime

the players are comfortable with the metr ical  structure of  this sect ion.

Percussion 2:  Of the select ion of  Arabic percussion l isted,  the darbouka is  the

main instrument that should be used for a performance i f  avai lable.  Al l  other

instruments l isted may accompany/double on the part  (or  be used in

subst i tut ion of  the darbouka)  as desired,  depending on the s ize of  your

percussion sect ion.  The addit ion of  tabl  and dahool in part icular  wil l  overal l  give

the piece a more folk-l ike feel ing.

I f  access to these instruments is  not an opt ion,  then either two frame drums, or

a second snare and bass drum, may also cover this part  ( for  the latter opt ion,

have the second snare drum cover the high notes with snares always off ,  and

bass drum cover the low notes) .

PERFORMANCE NOTES:
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