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“The Great River Rapid Chase” in i t ial ly came about for  two different reasons.

After growing up and l iv ing in my home state of  Michigan,  I  moved to New York

City to pursue graduate-level  academics.  Although I  can't  deny the incredible

experiences I  was so grateful  to have while l iv ing in the city (and I  wouldn't

change that for  anything) ,  I  also can't  deny that ,  every now and again,  I  felt  a bit

homesick for the incredible landscapes and sights that Michigan has to offer .

Writ ing this piece was an opportunity for  me to get back in touch with that part

of  nature that I 've loved for so long now.

This piece was also an opportunity for  me to exercise another goal :  composing

high-qual i ty music for  middle and/or high school bands that could equally be

fun to l isten to as well  as perform. I  sought to challenge the players,  but not so

much as to make the music diff icult  for  al l  the wrong reasons.  This led to

further challenges of creat ing authentic contrast ing shapes and new colors

within a standardized form that ,  overal l ,  I  had a lot  of  fun explor ing.

“The Great River Rapid Chase” is  a short ,  fast-paced adventure relying on

rhythmic grooves and a sense of determinat ion to arr ive towards a f inal

dest inat ion.  Think of  f ish swimming upstream in a raging r iver -  sometimes with

the currents,  sometimes against  them - facing al l  sorts of  predators and other

dangers dur ing their  journey.

This revised edit ion better reflects my composit ional  intent and re-distr ibutes

all  percussion parts to one player per part  (with the exception of  snare and bass

drum, which have remained consol idated to a s ingle part ) .  Thank you to al l  of

the consort ium members for their  generous support  of  this piece over the years,

as well  as Caleb Hammer’s “Walking Through The Night”  and Harr ison J .

Coll ins ’s  “O rose of May” .

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

Trumpets:  Straight mutes or Harmon mutes,  stem in,  may be used.  I f  both types

of mutes are avai lable for use,  have half  of  the players on straight mute and the

other half  on Harmon mute.

DURATION: 3 '29"

ABOUT:



My sincerest thanks and appreciat ion to the fol lowing ensembles and

conductors for  their  support  in the creat ion of  this work:

Texas Woman's University Bands -  Carter Biggers

Westwood High School Bands -  Thomas Turpin

Hendersonvi l le High School Bands -  Jeffrey Phi l l ips

Pennfield School Bands -  Blake Driver

Elkhart  Central  High School Bands -  David El l iott

Hart land Middle & High School Bands -  Joe Guarr

Wil l iamsburg High School -  Dust in Goes

Fenton High School -  Andrew David Perkins

Loveland High School -  Kyle Freesen

Manteno Schools -  Daniel  Tr ipp

Peotone High School Bands -  Adam Rusek

Cele Middle School -  Cathy Humphrey

Palo Alto Middle School Wind Ensemble -  Er ic Skinner

United Township High School -  Michael Wawrzynski

University of  Wisconsin-Stevens Point  -  Michael S .  Butler

Grand Ledge High School -  John Szczerowski

Woodbridge Township School Bands -  Jason Kohn

Stoneman Douglas High School -  Alex Kaminsky

Angola High School -  Andrew Keiser

Onsby C.  Rose

O'Shae Best

CONSORTIUM MEMBERS:

Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

First  pr int ing,  July 2023

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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