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Composer Kelly Bennette's "Gators on the Neches" recalls  in thr i l l ing detai l  h is

experiences sai l ing along the Neches River in Groves,  Texas!  With dr iv ing

percussion and adventurous melodies,  each sect ion of  the ensemble wil l  have

equal opportunity to shine!

FROM THE COMPOSER: 

I  grew up in South East Texas in the city of  Groves.  This was near the end of the

Neches River which f lowed into Sabine Lake.  The Neches was a fa ir ly wide r iver

between Port  Arthur and Beaumont and could easi ly accommodate the big ships

that made their  way up to the Ports of  Port  Neches and Beaumont.  In my

younger years,  I  would sai l  my small  sai lboat on the Neches.  On many

occasions,  I  would see al l igators and would chase them with the sai lboat .  The

gator would make turns to avoid me and I  would fol low. This was a good

exercise in changing sai l  posit ion and direct ion.

There are several  motifs present in this short  composit ion.  At measure 8 (about

16 seconds) ,  the low brass makes the sound of a ship’s horn while the rhythm in

the tom-tom part  represents a motorcycle idl ing in the parking lot  of  Port

Neches Park.  A measure later ,  there is  a descending minor third in the f lute and

glockenspiel  parts that represents the seagull .  This motif  is  heard several  t imes.

At measure 13 (23 seconds) ,  we have a theme the represents the al l igator .  At

measure 26 (about 48 seconds) ,  the theme for the sai lboat is  introduced.  At

measure 38 (about 1 :00)  is  the chase theme. The B sect ion in this ABA piece

starts at  measure 56 (about 1 :44)  and represents the peace and tranquil i ty that

can be found on the Neches.  Measure 100 (3 :30)  is  a repeat of  the A sect ion.

DURATION: 6'27"

First  pr int ing,  May 2023

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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