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Eagle’s First  Fl ight is  a composit ion dedicated to the memory of two people

very close to my heart .

Joseph R.  Sugar was known as one of the most inf luent ial  advocates for music

educat ion.  Almost every Monday afternoon,  I  would s i t  in the student lounge

inside the Fine Arts Center at  C.W. Post with him and l isten to his stor ies,  h is

advice,  and the legend he created.  I  became his undergraduate assistant ,  t ry ing

to absorb as much of his wisdom as possible.  On Sunday,  November 1 ,  2009,  I

received a phone cal l  f rom a colleague shar ing the sad news that Professor

Sugar had passed.  He was l ike a grandfather to al l  of  us at  Post ,  and a very

special  mentor to me.

Fred E.  Hartman was my grandfather .  He was a man of few words and a huge

heart .  I f  there was some carpentry task that was unsolvable,  he would be the

one to f igure out a solut ion.  He was always there to let  me r ide his tractor or  go

for a walk to the post off ice,  and he always wanted the best for  his family .  On

December 15,  2009,  he lost  his long batt le with cancer .

When we think of  people passing away,  the image of angels ascending to

heaven often comes to mind.  Both Professor Sugar and my grandfather were

f ighters -  both in the armed forces and in l i fe .  I  see them more as eagles on

their  maiden voyage towards the distant sun.

This piece uses their  f i rst  and last  names to create the opening motif ,  fol lowed

by a chorale that bui lds momentum as they f ly away.  I t  concludes with each

sect ion expressing “rest  in peace” before their  motifs are played one last  t ime.

DURATION: 7 '18"

Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!

First  pr int ing,  May 2023

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  
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               







 









 













57



               



               













 



 













58



                       
6 6 6 6

                       
6 6 6 6

 

 


 



 



 

 

 



 









59










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











































































































































Fl.

Ob.

1

2

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

1

2

Hn.

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

S. Dr.
B. Dr.

Sus. Cym.
Cr. Cym.

B Cl.

B Tpt.

Glk.

60                        
6 6 6 6

                       
6 6 6 6

 













 

















60








        

3 3 3
3

 


















 







         
3 3 3 3



61



Soaring!  = 7261












































        

3 3 3
3

 


















 







         
3 3 3 3



62








        

3 3 3
3




























         
3 3 3 3



63


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





































































Fl.

Ob.

1

2

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

1

2

Hn.

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

S. Dr.
B. Dr.

Sus. Cym.
Cr. Cym.

B Cl.

B Tpt.

Glk.

64 

 


        

3 3 3
3

 




 













 





 

         
3 3 3 3

 

64





  


        

3 3 3
3






  



















  

         
3 3 3 3



65





 


        

3 3 3
3






 



















 

         
3 3 3 3



66




        

3 3

3

3




        

3 3 3
3

 










      
3 3

      
3 3

      
3 3

      
3 3

      
3 3

  





         
3 3 3 3



67
















        
3 3

3

3

 


        

3 3 3
3



 


 



 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

         
3 3 3 3

 

68



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





































































Fl.

Ob.

1

2

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

1

2

Hn.

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

S. Dr.
B. Dr.

Sus. Cym.
Cr. Cym.

B Cl.

B Tpt.

Glk.


        

3
3

3

3




        

3 3 3
3




























         
3 3 3 3



69




69 
        

3
3 3 3

 


        

3 3 3
3






 



















 

         
3 3 3 3



70




        

3 3

3

3




        

3 3 3
3



 






 

















         
3 3 3 3



71




        

3
3

3

3

 


        

3 3 3
3






 



















 

         
3 3 3 3



72


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





































































Fl.

Ob.

1

2

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

1

2

Hn.

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

S. Dr.
B. Dr.

Sus. Cym.
Cr. Cym.

B Cl.

B Tpt.

Glk.

73 
        

3 3

3

3




        

3 3 3
3




























         
3 3 3 3



73




        

3 3

3

3

 


        

3 3 3
3






 



















 

         
3 3 3 3



74




        

3 3

3

3




        
3 3 3

3

 










       
3 3

       
3 3

       
3 3

       
3 3

       3 3


  





         
3 3 3 3



75


















        

3 3

3

3




        
3 3 3

3




 



 



  

  

  

  

  

  





         
3 3 3 3

 

76





        

3 3

3

3




        

3 3 3
3

 


















 







         
3 3 3 3



77







77
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





































































Fl.

Ob.

1

2

B. Cl.

Bsn.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

1

2

Hn.

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

S. Dr.
B. Dr.

Sus. Cym.
Cr. Cym.

B Cl.

B Tpt.

Glk.

78 
        

3 3

3

3




        

3 3 3
3

 


















 







         
3 3 3 3



78




        

3 3

3

3




        

3 3 3
3




























         
3 3 3 3



79




        

3 3

3

3

 


        

3 3 3
3

 




 






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