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An anthem for peace and unity,  Xiaokang Deng's ode to Beethoven is

wonderful ly spir i ted and upl i f t ing!  With i ts  dr iv ing rhythms and thoughtful

lyr ical  sect ions,  Deng's tr ibute to Beethoven's 250th birthday cal ls  forth

inspirat ion from nat ional  anthems to promote unity across the world.

FROM THE COMPOSER:  

At the age of 15,  after  my mom played me the “Star Spangled Banner” ,  I  got

interested and started l istening to nat ional  anthems.  Up to now, I  know roughly

150 anthems around the world.  There have been so many occasions where I  met

people from a foreign country and hummed their  nat ional  anthem; the surpr ise

and joy on their  faces were s imply the happiest memories I  have ever had.  I ’ve

always wondered:  i f  th is  world is  just  one gigant ic country where we al l  t reat

each other as fel low countrymen, would there st i l l  be so much f ight ing and

divis ion going on?

2020 marked the 250th birthday of the great Ludwig van Beethoven.  We were

supposed to be celebrat ing the birth of  this incredible genius,  but instead,  we

were hit  by an unprecedented global  cr is is  fol lowed by a ser ies of

heartbreaking human confl icts .  Therefore,  I  decided to write this anthem of the

world,  an anthem of peace and unity,  as a birthday gift  to our beloved Ludwig,

who has brought us so much hope and joy.

DURATION: 5 '55"

First  pr int ing,  May 2022

Second edit ion,  August 2024

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for purchase from the publ isher onl ine.  

ABOUT:
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