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From l ight to dark and back once again,  Tenebrae takes inspirat ion from Medieval  motets to convey the

transit ion from anguish to hope.  I ts  subdued chromatic harmonies and scale passages wil l  challenge any

talented woodwind sect ion,  while brass wil l  f ind their  range and coordinat ion tested.

FROM THE COMPOSER: 

This piece is  ent i t led "Tenebrae" from the Lat in word for darkness.  I t  is  based on the service in the Roman

Cathol ic church during Holy Week in which the l ights of  the church gradually dim, result ing in total

darkness.  The piece begins loudly and br ightly,  and gradually changes instrumentat ion to reveal  the

transit ion,  reflect ing a state where darkness has enveloped the world.  The l ight re-enters the world,

however,  and although i t  begins gradually and almost imperceptively,  i t  spreads,  grows,  and crescendos

unti l  the world is  f i l led with l ight once more.  As I  was writ ing this piece,  I  was affected by the burning of

the Notre Dame cathedral ,  and so decided to include references to motets composed in that church

during the medieval  era .

DURATION: 7 '00"

ABOUT:

First  pr int ing,  December 2020

Addit ional  parts are avai lable for

purchase from the publ isher onl ine.   

Copyright 2020 "TUX People's Music"  Al l  Rights Reserved©

Scan to let  the composer

know that you are playing

their  piece!

Scan to learn more about

this composer!
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